Transportation

What Transportation Options Are Available?

Being able to get to work and to go other places in the community is a
big part of living independently. One of the ways that ELARC fosters this
independence is by favoring the use of public transportation by adults
with developmental disabilities.

While transportation to and from a person’s day program or work site
may be provided by the service provider who operates the program,
many consumers are able to live fuller and more active lives with the
help of “mobility training,” which may include training in the use of
public transportation, use of transfers, street safety, and walking in the
community to particular destinations.

ADA Paratransit Eligibility and ACCESS Services

The ADA Paratransit is a federally-mandated part of the public transit
system and shares funding with mainstream public transit, which
includes the bus system and trains. A functional evaluation to determine
ADA Paratransit Eligibility is required for all original certifications.
Recertifications are reviewed every three years.

Access Services strictly interprets the ADA guidelines. Functional
Evaluations are required for all Access Paratransit riders and provide a
thorough assessment to determine an individual’s functional ability to
use mainstream public transportation (buses and trains). Only individuals
with a disability-related condition that prevents them from
independently getting to a bus stop or that prevents them from being
able to independently ride the bus are eligible for ADA Paratransit.
Eligibility for Access Paratransit is determined after an individual
participates in a functional evaluation of their transit skills to determine
to what extent, if any, their disability prevents them from using
accessible fixed route transit.

For more information about transportation and mobility training
services, please speak with your Service Coordinator. ELARC’s policies for
transportation and mobility training services may be found on the
Consumers & Families page of our website under Purchase of Service
Guidelines. ELARC follows these Guidelines when authorizing service
requests for consumers and families.
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